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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Remember the Cheshire Cat in Alice in 
Wonderland? You do? Good. Remember when 
Alice came to the fork in the road and she asked 
the Cheshire Cat which way she should go? The 
Cat asked her where she wanted to get to and 
she replied that she didn't know. So, the ol' 
Cheshire Cat told her that it didn't matter which 
road she took. Well, the Top Cats are at a 
similar junction in the growth and development 
of our club. We can't decide which road to take 
if we don't know where we want to go. 

As an organization we have, historically, reacted 
to growth and reacted quite well. However, 
running an organization is like riding a 
motorcycle; you prefer to plan  for occurrences 
rather than have to react to them. 

Your Board will be reviewing our organization 
and structure in anticipation of meeting the challenges 
of growth and evolution that we will encounter 
in the future. You need to be part of that process 
in order to help us refine our structure and 
polices to better meet the current, and future, 
needs of our members. (Does anybody ever read this stuff?) 

Like Alice, we need to know where we want to 
get to as a club. 

In the not - too - distant future, you will 
participate in that process by voting on the 2002 
slate of Officers and Directors. I ask, and 
encourage, you to think about our organization 
and how it does or does not serve the general 
membership. Think about areas in which we 
can improve and activities that we can expand 
into. Then, give your ideas to me; Rik Lowry, 
Jim Heniff, Ken Glassman, Sandy Vernon, Bard 
Boand, Terry Kumro, George Lax, Virgo, or any 
past Board member. I promise you... your ideas 
and comments will be considered as we 
develop the organization and slate for the 2002 
Board. 

If, on the other hand, you just want to lean back 
and enjoy the ride, participate in club activities, 
wear the patch, and not get involved...go right 
ahead. Just don't ever forget that, as a Top Cat, 
you always have the opportunity to have your 
opinion heard. You simply gave up one more 
opportunity to help make your club better for 
you... right now. 
Let'sRoll! 

OH NO YOU'RE NOT  In  

We recently had a new member, not yet a Road 
Captain, announce with all good intentions to 
our group, that he was leading a ride to a rally 
for us. To clarify the point, the only riders who 
will lead a Top Cats' ride, under normal circum-
stances, will be a qualified Road Captain, a 
Senior Road Captain, or those who have 
attended the G.R.A.S.S. and who are being 
mentored by a Senior Road Captain. If you 
don't fit the above categories, you are not lead-
ing a Top Cats' ride to anywhere. You are sim-
ply meeting and riding with other riders on a 
ride that is not an official Top Cats' ride. 

We also had a new member, through a lack of 
understanding, attempt to have a date for a Top 
Cats' ride changed on our web site. The date 
and ride he wanted changed conflicted with a 
ride he was going to lead. Again, this member 
assumed he could lead a Top Cats' ride without 
any certification and, that he could arbitrarily 
change a date on our web site. 

Please remember, our interest is in the safety 
and well being of every one of our riders. It is 
not that we don't trust new members or even 
old ones; it's simply that we don't trust the wel-
fare of our members to anyone who has not yet 
demonstrated good judgement and sound 
safety practices. If you are ever in doubt about 
leading a ride, dates on a ride, or anything to do 
with the club, or club protocol, please ask 
someone with a black and gold Top Cats' 
patch...they are current, or past, Board mem-
bers and that's what they get paid for. 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations. institutions. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

(jheniff@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax(rilhotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

(bboand@fedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr(ai aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOILDE: (847)622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@holirnail.com  

NEXT MEETING: July 3, 2001 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net ) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@aoLcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Rabanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	630/377-6686 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Kumro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotmalcom) 	815/459-2488 
Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne `glum:lee Kirkpfdrick (wkirkpa177@aolcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ricicase@alac.ameritec.com) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glax@holmaLcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jake.k12.11.us) 	847/382-6143 
Info for HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

VAN IDVS 

Your Best Complete 
Source of 

HD Aftermarket Parts 

Order by 6pm CST 
for same day ship to 

your doorstep 
(most cases overnight) 

9000+ products 
realtime inventory 

Visit 
randyscycleonline.com  

and click on 

Hard Parts 
11013 Route 47 
Huntley, II. 60142 
847-669-0256 

Fax 847-669-0772 
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THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST RECREATIONAL DEALER! 
JUST 7 MILES WEST OF GREAT AMERICA 

Diarfiews 31 YEARS SAME OWNERSHIP 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

BANK FINANCING 
TRADE-INS WELCOME 

SEE OUR FULL LINE OF MOTORCYCLES & ATV'S 

130 S. RT. 83. LAKE VILLA IL 847-356-3000 
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FINAL 2001 STURGIS 
REMINDER! 

NO MATTER HOW YOU PLAN 
TO GET THERE; RIDE, FLY OR 
TRAILER NOW IS THE TIME TO 
FIRM  UP AND RE-CONFIRM YOUR 
RESERVATIONS AND PLANS 
FOR STURGIS 2001. 

CALL 1-800-BARD (BOAND) 
FOR FINAL DETAILS AND 
INFORMATION! 

0..00000- 

Complete Dela di' tif  Service t'q 

Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 

Iwe'wv,.,,a-axxxx-,exxxxxxxxxxmxam.xxx-zx 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

WE COME TO YOU!  
*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Gadgets, Gizzmos  
and Other Good Stuff 

By Joe Rabanus 
As we head into Summer, and longer road rides (including 
those in rain, and at night), here's another product you 
might want to consider buying: 

SDC Auxiliary LED Brake and Running Lights 
1 visited my Mom a few weeks ago. She told me I was very 
bright. Well, OK....just possibly she's biased to some 
degree. However, when a number of Top Cats told me this 
past weekend during the Little Sturgis ride that I was VERY 
bright, I knew I had found a great product for my bike and 
personal safety. The product is a license plate frame, with 
two rows of LED lights wired into my standard tail light 
system. The LED lights are extremely bright and visible 
(especially when viewed from directly behind), and pull a 
very small amount of amperage (that's good). Like most 
standard dual-wattage brake/running light combination 
bulbs, the LED's are also dual-intensity...low light when on, 
and extra bright when the brake is applied. Since I have 
only one bulb in back, for both normal visibility and braking 
(just like your bike?), this added light source should greatly 
increase my visibility. Also, if my one and only bulb goes 
out (as it did one night, leaving me 100% dark to the cars 
behind me) I now have additional lights to be seen by. 

The installation was simple (if you are somewhat handy), but 
was fairly time-consuming, due to details. The directions 
were good, and electrical connections few. Do yourself a 
favor, however....always solder your electrical connections, 
then insulate properly (heat-shrink tubing, if possible), then 
waterproof (liquid plastic or silicon). This will ensure the 
connection doesn't fail with time (and at the worst possible 
time, no doubt) due to corrosion or falling apart. Crimp-on 
connectors are fast and easy, but do not offer the 100% solid 
connection needed for long-term, heavy-duty, vibration-
proof dependability. 

I bought the LED frame directly from the 
manufacturer.....SDC (Signal Dynamics Corp.) in Ft. 
Lauderdale...800-785-1814. After shopping their web site 
for details (www.SignalDynamics.com ) I ordered and 
received the item in one week. They make many variations 
of the lighted frame, as well as LED light bars of various 
lengths/bulbs, and the Back-Off brake light flasher signal 
module (see next month). 

The lights set me back $80. When compared to having my 
gluteus maximus rammed by the chromed bumper of 
someone's BelchFire Super Road Pounder Deluxe, who 
didn't see me stopped or stopping, I think it's a cheap 
investment. 

Therefore, I give this product an EXCELLENT rating. 
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Minutes of the June Board Meeting 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff for Ken Glassman, Secretary 

American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich, June 11, 2001, 7:00 PM 

In Attendance: Wayne Kirkpatrick - President, Rik Lowry - Vice President, Jim Heniff - Treasurer, Bard 
Boand - Director, Sandy Vernon - Director, Terry Kumro - Director. 
With John Lunde - Communications, Joe Rabanus - Membership, Ric Case - Safety 

Business (Board Action) 
New Members Approved: James DeBlasio, President of J.D. Graphics of Elk Grove Village, spon-
sored by David Hirsch, was approved as a full member. Daniel Quick, Chief of Police, Wauconda, 
sponsored by Sal Saccomanno, received conditional approval of the board pending required docu-
ments, as a full member. 

Other Business: 
Sandy Vernon (Director) - Update on Top Cats apparel. Availability of Top Cats Jewelery 

through Burdeens. Information - No action. 
Terry Kumro (Director) - Ride Calendar comment/response to a members suggestion. Our heavy 

listings (of other Clubs rides) are a continuation of support to those who support our charity 
efforts. Statement of Top Cats Policy. Information - No Vote. 

Ric Case (Safety) - G.R.A.S.S. meeting 6/12/01. Senior Road Captains to meet after Board Business 
is finished. Information - No action required. Reminder that the nominating committee needs 
to be formed. 

Bard Boand (Director) 
John Lunde (Communications) - Update on Web Site and other related matters. No Action required. 
Joe Rabanus (Membership) - Membership Roster state of readiness. Quarterly hard copy distribution 

with online access to members by request. Work will continue to tailor the roster for ease of 
club use. No action required. 

Jim Heniff (Treasurer) - Treasurer's report of financial condition distributed to the board. Same will 
appear in July Roar. Forcasting the financial needs of the Top Cats will be addressed by the 
August meeting. A formal budgetary process is the eventual goal for board approval. 
Expalnation - No vote required. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick (President) - Food for thought; New directions/responsibilities for Top Cats in 2002. 
Rik Lowry (Vice President) - No new business for this meeting 

Meeting adjourned 9:32 PM. 
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2001 HArley-Davidson Heritage Springer 
By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

(Authors note: for all of my Top Cat brothers who gave me a hard 
time (my sisters are too smart and polite for that) and who 
believed that I was anti-Harley because I never wrote about them, 
here it is. My first ride review of a Harley. This is the first of 
several. I suspect that many of you may be surprised by com-
ments. A special thanks to Claude Sonday, of Woodstock Harley 
for giving me the opportunity to ride a variety of Harley's 
models.) 

Getting a Harley-Davidson to test ride is about as 
difficult as getting a test ride in Jeff Gordon's NASCAR 
Chevrolet. The Motor Company doesn't keep a press fleet 
at the Home Office in Milwaukee, and since Harley sells 
every bike it can manufacture, dealers are loath to have 
anybody put any mileage on their bikes before they're sold 
to customers. Enter Claude & Diane Sonday, the owners of 
Woodstock Harley-Davidson, on Route 47 and Route 14. " 
I've got 30 brand new bikes in my daily rental fleet. Just 
call Denise, my rental agent, and she'll fix you up with 
anything you want, whenever you want." I had to pinch 
myself to make sure I wasn't dreaming. A brief call to 
Denise, and she had me set up to take out a new Road 
King. But when I arrived at Woodstock Harley, I saw my 
all-time favorite styled motorcycle sitting outside, a 
Heritage Springer. "Can I take that one out instead?" I 
asked. "No problem," she replied, and I was in Hog 
Heaven. 

The Heritage Springer's reputation was that it was 
built more for show than for go. I'd spoken to owners and 
read reviews that indicated that it was underpowered, 
vibrated too much, had lousy brakes, and the Springer front 
end made for hellish handling. Then, for the 2000 model 
year, the bike got a new engine, better brakes, and a 
redesigned suspension. After spending several hours on 
the 2001 Heritage Springer, I can say without reservation, 
this is an outstanding motorcycle. None of the old criticisms 
stand up on this new version. 

The 1450cc, (88 cubic inch) solid-mounted engine is 
called the Twin Cam 88B. The B stands for counter-balanced, 
which explains the lack of annoying vibration. It really 
delivers smooth, strong power throughout the rev range, in 
all gears. It is an outstanding engine, and is now fitted to all 
Softails. The bike I rode was also equipped with the 
optional fuel injection system, and it performed flawlessly. 
The exhaust note at idle and at leisure cruising speeds is 
fairly quiet. But crank open the throttle, and the engine 
roars to life, and the fishtail pipes belt out Harley's famous 
song. The bike will surge from 50 to 80 mph in less time 
than it will take the cop to say "License and registration, 
please." It will cruise all day at 75 mph smoothly and 
comfortably. 

As far as handling is concerned, the Heritage 
Springer is most comfortable in long sweepers, where it 
turns in easy and tracks true with no steering corrections 
necessary. The floorboards limit lean angles, but this 
motorcycle wasn't designed to carve up switchbacks. The 
front end felt soft, but not at all sloppy. Rough pavement 
didn't upset the suspension, and on the open road it felt 
compliant and comfortable for long hours in the saddle. 

Most of the weight is down low, and the whole bike felt 
very well balanced. The brakes were more than adequate. 
The 4 piston caliper rear brake felt strong, although I 
thought the pedal could be moved outboard about an 
inch. The front brake had good feel with progressive 
bite, and light lever effort. There was a bit too much 
front-end dive under hard braking, however. The 
transmission is excellent. The clutch pull is firm, but 
take up is progressive. The lever isn't adjustable, but it 
fits small hands well, as does the brake lever. The 
heel/toe shifter is well placed and all shifts felt solid 
and positive. Finding neutral is easy, too. 

Ergonomics were excellent. The low seat height 
made it easier to push the bike around in the parking 
lot. The handlebars are well placed and not too wide. 
The floorboards and foot controls are comfortably 
placed. The seat is wide, and well padded, and very 
comfortable for long rides. All the handlebar controls 
are where you'd expect them and operate smoothly. 
The turn signals are self-canceling. On a sour note, (no 
pun intended) the horn sounds like something that 
should be on a Huffy, rather than a Harley. That would 
be my first upgrade. The mirrors provide a good look at 
what's behind, and don't shake at idle, or at speed. The 
speedometer is white on black, and easy to read while 
riding. Unfortunately, there is no tachometer. The 
odometer is digital. The saddlebags have (sadly, for my 
taste) lost their classic fringe accents. That's like taking 
the wide whitewalls off of a '59 Caddie Convertible! 
But there is a big improvement in their latching system. 
The ponderous buckles have been replaced by plastic 
clasps that are hidden by non-functional buckles, so 
getting into the bags is now easy, while still maintaining 
the classic look. 

From the spoke wheels and wide white walls, 
to the fish tail exhaust pipes, abundance of chrome, and 
the long, low profile, this is one elegant looking cruiser. 
But it was because of the way it rode and handled that 
made me not want to give it back. The Heritage 
Springer does everything it was designed to do, and it 
does it well. And now everybody has the opportunity 
to experience this motorcycle, as well as other bikes in 
Harley's line, by calling Denise Harkins at Woodstock 
Harley-Davidson at 815-337-3511. They have Road 
Kings, Ultras, Deuces, Fat Boys, and of course the 
Springer. Rental rates are $140 per day, $250 for 3 
days, or $500 for 7 days. 

2001 Harley-Davidson Heritage Springer Specs 
Engine: 	 Air-cooled, 45-degree V-Twin 
Displacement: 	1450 cc (88 cubic inches) 
Transmission: 	5-speed 
Final Drive: 	Belt 
Overall Length: 	94.1 inches 
Wheelbase: 	 64.2 inches 
Dry Weight: 	716 lbs. 
Seat Height: 	25.9 inches 
Fuel Capacity: 	5 gallons - (210 mile cruise range) 
List Price: 	 $17,545 
Warranty: 	 12 months - unlimited miles 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 
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Trihey's Sewing 
Custom Sewing 

Patches, Zippers Fs Snaps 
Custom Body Jewelry 

347-353-3167 

(847) 526-4- 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 

A NISRA "Success Story" 
This is the first in a series of three articles about individuals who participate in NISRA programs. 

Eve has been involved with NISRA for 16 years and was chosen as the Steven McCluggage Memorial Spirit 
Award winner at our Annual Recognition Banquet this spring. The McCluggage Award is named for Steven, a 
past participant whose courage was tested when he and his father were killed in a fire. It is given to an athlete 
who demonstrates enthusiasm and sportsmanship, and who motivates and encourages others to perform at their 
best. 

The definition of spirit is: an entity conceived of as that part of a human being that is invisible, and is charac-
terized by intelligence, personality, self-consciousness and will. 

Eve is certainly an example of true spirit. If you spend any time at NISRA activities, you're sure to run into her. 
She is involved in many programs and competes in Special Olympics volleyball, basketball, cross-country ski-
ing, and track and field. What's unique about Eve is that she has endured several serious medical conditions, 
yet puts forth her best effort and perseveres when most people would have given up. She has never complained 
in all of her years of involvement. At this year's Spring Games, she was heard saying: "I may not have received 
a medal, but I tried my best!" Eve was the first winner of the Female Athlete of the Year Award, in 1995. 

Eve shares her sunny, positive outlook with those around her. She remembers the staff on holidays and birth-
days with cards, and stops in the office to say "hi" and see how we are doing. On the last day of a program, she 
usually brings a bag of cookies for everyone. Eve exemplifies spirit and, in particular, NISRA spirit. While she 
enjoys the opportunities that NISRA provides, she gives back so much in return! 



KUDOS TO THE KUMROS 
Submitted by: Sherry Bossard 

Memorial Day weekend, my husband and I had 
the opportunity to ride with a group to Iowa. Two of our 
club members, Terri and Alicia Kumro, were part of this 
group. It was a rainy and overcast day, and we expected 
to be riding into heavy rains and cool winds. We were 
prepared with our rain suits and waterproof gloves, and a 
helmet seemed like a good idea to at least keep my head, 
ears and face dry. 

We were on 1-90 at the 20 bypass by Rockford. 
Phil moved a little to the left to avoid this red pick-up truck 
that decided to jump into the left hand lane. Trying to 
avoid the red pick-up, I moved my bike to the left to enter 
the median for safety. Unfortunately, with the road being 
wet , the front wheel slipped out from under me and I was 
on the ground in a full sideward skid. With traffic stopped, 
I saw my bike had already been moved to the right 
median and the state troopers were on the scene. 

This article is really not to tell you about this one 
experience. I wanted to do something very nice for two 
special people. I know of no other way, other than by 
recognition through our club newsletter. 

The Kumro's are unbelievable! Terry was already 
repairing my bike, before I could walk across 1-90. He 
had his tool bag and was working to remove a highway 
peg from my bike to use for the foot peg, so that we could 
get the bike to a dealer. Alicia was taking parts from her 
bike, per Terry's instructions. He safety checked the bike 
and I was able to drive it 10 minutes off the 1-90 to the 
Rockford Honda dealer. 

Since I felt absolutely fine and really wanted to go 
to Iowa with my friends, I got on Phil's bagger and we 
continued to Iowa. On the return trip, Phil hollers to me 
that he has a flat tire.... I felt vibration...I saw Phil struggle 
to turn the wheel and I heard his frustration. Phil told me 
that we were going down. I just remember saying...."Oh 
no, not again!" I remember tumbling over Phil and 
hearing him in pain. Anyway, our friends were there and 
you can imagine how they too must have felt. Phil has a 
broken collarbone and that will heal. I, miraculously, 
walked away from two serious accidents...unscathed. 
That's scary too! All the doctors said that we would not 
have survived without our helmets. 

My accident was not paramount to me...it 
happened, I was fine, the bike needed repair...and that's 
all there was to it. I was angry at the person who caused 
it. Phil's accident on his Ultra Classic is another story. We 
were safely riding, beautiful day...couldn't be more 
perfect...so, now how do we ever trust again? 

I know I've got your attention! So, I'll take this 
opportunity to thank you, all of you, for your wonderful 
support and kindness in this really painful time. Thank you 
Top Cats for everything! It really helped to hear from all 
of you. The beautiful flowers and all your offers to help 
with anything and everything were unbelievable. We are 
very touched and really feel fortunate to have good 
friends like you. 
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Top Cats of Illinois 
Statement of Financial Condition 

Ending 6/10/01 

YTD 
From 10/00 

Beginning Balance (5/7/01) 	$10322.75 6199.49 

Receipts: 
Advertising $300.00 $2815.00 
Membership Fees 755.00 7265.00 
50/50 Drawing 100.00 656.00 
Clearing 2830.00 
Other 21075.49 

Monthly Total 1155.00 
Total 11477.75 21075.49 

Payables: 
Roar $879.18 $4850.66 
Insurance 
Safety Course 353.32 
Membership cards, 
patches, etc. 515.25 
US Postage 34.00 88.20 
Tech Asst. 150.00 
Misc.(Florist, PA Sytem) 106.76  1830.25  

Clearing: 
Total 

Ending Balance 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

	

1019.94 	2830.00 

	

10457.81 	10457.81  

PASTA DIAVOLO  
CHICAGO 

Chicago, IL 60622 
Phone: 773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

• • 1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 



The Elgin H.O.G. group lead the way under police 
escort and we were finally off on a scenic route at 
at a good pace when we somehow got split up and 
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Disappointment 	 
By Traveler 

What a great ride. The gang at Elgin H.O.G. has 
conducted the Little Angels Run for 14 years now 
and has it perfected. Organization is great, the 
route is great, the weather is usually great, the 
money they raise is great and, the cause is 
unquestionably great. 

This year we met at Coleman's Restaurant in 
Algonquin for breakfast prior to being lead by John 
Lunde to Elgin Community College (ECC) for 
registration and staging. John and Dar lead the 
group of Jim and Patti Hasse, Mario Prosperi and his 
son Mark, Sal Saccomanno, guest Bill, and me, on a 
super little 20 mile warm up ride through the 
countryside. 

We arrived at the ECC staging area and found, 
perhaps 200+ bikes in front of us. No problem. 
Good old Top Cat Joe Rabanus, a member of Elgin 
H.O.G., was assisting in the staging area and had a 
special spot, once again, reserved for Top Cats. 

As we parked, and wandered off to registration, I 
realized that we had all new Top Cats on this ride. 
As any good road captain will do, John had 
reviewed hand signals, intervals, and safety tips for 
our riders and guests before we left the restaurant. 

Questions arose from our new members as we 
waited to start the ride. Questions we've all asked 
before..."How do we start?" "Where are we riding 
to?" "Do we all start at the same time?" "Will we 
stop for fuel?", etc. Responses were honest, 
informative, and immediate as the "Old Timers" 
enjoyed the opportunity to mentor and tell about 
their experiences. That's the part of Brotherhood 
that's special among Top Cats. 

Just as I was thinking about giving up the 2 spot 
to ride tailgunner, Ric and Jackie Case showed up to 
join us and Ric rode tailgunner for us. After about 
an hour wait, and untold numbers of questions and 
answers, we got ready to roll. John asked one of 
the traffic guides what the best way was to break 
into the long group of departing riders, hoping 
for an answer like "I'll stop them for you." Typical 
of a rider who has obviously been up since before 
dawn and has to watch 5,000 other riders leave 
before he can, the guy simply responded with 
"Carefully." 

lost sight of three of our riders. Lesson Learned: 
When you teach new riders, and guests, hand signals, 
don't forget to show them how to point to their fuel 
tank if they have to stop. Apparently, Mark and Bill 
needed to dispose of some used coffee and didn't 
know that we had a hand signal for wanting to 
stop. Hence, they pulled off and Ric Case, as 
tailgunner, stayed with them. 

Somewhere around 3/4 of the way through the 
route, the group in front of us failed to make a right 
turn and about 100+ riders went straight ahead. 
Dar, master navigator that she is, adamantly insisted 
that we turn right and we did. The entire Little 
Angels Ride was now being lead by Dar. We never 
did find out where the leaders went but, as Dar and 
John lead us into the Little Angels Home, we were 
greeted by applause and a guy telling us that he 
began to think that no one was coming since we 
were the first ones there. 

A tour of the Little Angels Home is a sobering, yet 
proud, experience. Sobering from the point of realizing 
how fortunate we, and our family, are to be healthy. 
Proud from the perspective of realizing that, 
without the effort of bikers, there would not be a 
first - class care facility for these people. 

As always happens, we departed the Little Angels 
Home a bit quieter, a bit wiser, deeper in thought 
and, perhaps, with a prayer in our heart. The ride 
back to ECC and the festivities was short, silent, 
and almost anti climactic... 

The post ride activities were typical of any rally. A 
rock band, greasy food, diet coke, friendly police, 
drawings, pins and patches for sale, and what 
seems like the same old crowd. I thought it was 
noteworthy that the sign - up sheet for clubs had a 
long list of names on the Top Cats' clipboard. 
Pretty good turn out since only seven of us showed 
up at our start point in Algonquin. I wonder if it 
had anything to do with Ric Case discovering that 
Top Cats didn't have a sign up clip board so he 
started one? Of course, motorcycle clubs support 
the other clubs who support them. Hopefully, we'll 
see a lot of the Elgin H.O.G. riders on our Fall 
Charity Ride, thanx to Ric. 

Disappointments? Maybe that's too strong a word. 
Perhaps it's better expressed by saying that this 
could have been a much better ride if we would 
have had more Top Cats show up and, particularly, 
more of our senior riders who are traditionally 
counted on to support our own rides and mentor 
new members. Maybe next year... 



JULY & AUGUST 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

7/3 TOP CAT'S MONTLY MEETING 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

7/9 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

7/15 RIDE FOR KIDS SAKE 
Road Captain - TBA 

7/15 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 
9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 

7/17 TOP CAT'S CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

7/22 WEEKEND RIDE TO MT VERNON 
7/28 TOP CAT'S NISRA PICNIC 

Barrington, Time - TBA 
7/29 G.R.A.S.S. Course 

9 AM Village Green Tavern, Buffalo Grove 
7/29 SAV-A-PET Charity Ride 

Jersey Pine Cruisers 
7/31 TOP CAT'S MONTHLY MEETING FOR 

AUGUST (Due to Sturgis Rally) 
7:30 PM O'Trainas - Wauconda 

8/1 1ST GROUP OUT FOR STURGIS 
Bard Boand - Road Captain 

8/4 2ND GROUP OUT FOR STURGIS TBA 
8/6-12 STURGIS BIKE RALLY STURGIS S D 
8/12 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 
8/19 PALATINE HOG BREAKFAST RIDE 

9:00AM SUBURBAN HARLEY DAVIDSON 
8/17-20 MERCER LOON FEST 

MERCER WI TBA 
8/21 TOP CAT'S CHARITY RIDE 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse - Lake Zurich 

8/26 TOP CAT'S ANNUAL 
PROGRESSIVE DINNER - TBA 

  

 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

 

 

G- LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	 LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

 

   

CrippLiCreek 

 

 

HEADWEAR 

 

  

   

  

BASEBALL CAP WITH GENUINE PYTHON VISOR. 
NATURAL OR ORANGE PYTHON $59.95 + 4.95 S&H 
10% DISCOUNT TO TOPCAT MEMBERS 

 

  

THIS IS NOT AN AUTHORIZED H.D. PRODUCT.* YOU MUST SUPPLY 
PATCH OF YOUR CHOICE & WE DO THE REST* 

 

CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
847-381-9490 
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Minutes of the June General Meeting 
by Jim "Iceman" Heniff for Ken Glassman 

On an unseasonably cool, wet evening, the Top Cats met at O'Trainas for their monthly meeting. 
Parked across the street from the restaurant was a radical chopper belonging to our guest speaker, John. We 
were to find out later that four years of massaging were required to bring the bike to its present state. 

Lori Hirschman introduced her riding buddy, Beau to the membership who received a warm welcome 
along with Bob & Jenny Fosset our other guest. 

Traveler began the business part of the meeting with the Safety Committee's response to a reported 
incident of endangerment during a Top Cats function. The member has been sent a letter putting that 
individual on notice that a repeat offense may have consequence up to and including exclusion from the 
activities of the club. Following this announcement, Wayne asked that any observation by a member during 
an official event of the Top Cats, should be directed by any means desired, to the Safety Committee. Please do 
not make an anonymous report. Identify yourself and the incident. It is for the benefit of all riders and their 
safety. 

Updated information on the quickly approaching Door County and Sturgis On The River rides was 
given by Ric Case and Bard Boand. Craig Marten stood and briefly offered raffle tickets in support of the Top 
Cats Charity Ride for NISRA. This is our event ...BE A TOP CAT ...not just an occasional participant. 

Alicia Kumro has brought her talents and money forward and is offering to the members a unique 
selection of Top Cats identified clothing. This is being done at her cost. BUY BUY BUY. Sandy Vernon 
through mailings and handouts has opened new avenues of logoed items ranging from hats to jewelry to the 
membership in addition to what Alicia and Terry have brought to the meeting for sale. Sandy mentioned that 
anyone desiring the official Top Cats patch could purchase one or more from her at $3.00 each. 

The coveted Black & Gold patch worn by Top Cats Officers and Board Members has now been grant-
ed for display to those who have held these posts in the past. Jim Irvine was presented his at the meeting and 
wished well on his move to England. Good luck, Jim & Ruth! 

The good wishes of the club were extended to the continued recovery of Phil and Sherry Bossard. 
They had experienced multiple road incidents on the previous weekend. 

It was great to once again have Chuck and Maureen Prettyman amongst us. They both looked 
wonderful and healthy. Maureen continued to smile as she collected her 50/50 drawing prize. 

After the break, general information on membership, safety, financial and communications were 
supplied to those remaining. Ric Case gave the particulars of the GRASS session scheduled for the 12th to be 
held at the Village Tavern in Buffalo Grove. A show of hands was requested from those planning to attend. 15 
were tallied. He then shared his ideas on how to reduce fatigue associated with long rides. These safety 
reminders combined with the information presented during a GRASS class will help you enjoy the 
motorcycling experience to its fullest. 

As the rain dripped from the eaves of O'Trainas, Taz described four days of similar weather, but even 
colder, as he and seven others rode around Lake Michigan. Kudos to these hearty riders for their perseverance. 
I think I will pass if offered these conditions on the next journey. 
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• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

Northwest 
suburbs 
largest 
dealer of 
Harley-Davidson 
aftermarket parts 

10% off apparel 
and accessories 
with TOPCATS 

membership card 

Chicagoland's premier Indian and 
Victory Motorcycle dealership 

Expert service and customization 
on all American V-Twins 

Featuring Arlen Ness, Bikers 
Choice, Chrome Specialties, 
Custom Chrome, Cyril Huze, 
Drag Specialties, Kuryakyn, 
Linear Steel, Performance 
Machines, West Coast Choppers 

Keep the road open! 

www.americasopenroad.com  

'V • 

11,1 * 

1‘.
fi  ---- 	j • 

1975.East Rand Road • Arlington Heights, II_ 60003" 

) 	 RnA ED 

GOLD WING 

DES PLAIIVE5 

111111131E113351111151  
550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK ! 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines II. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

DEHYDRATION 

Personal experience. Some years ago I was on my way to New Orleans, riding alone and 
doing everything wrong as far as protecting myself from dehydration. I was wearing a sleeveless 
shirt and chewing gum. I rode most of the day without a helmet then had to put one on which was 
matt black and absorbing the heat. I planned my next stop some where on the South side of 
Memphis. I begin to feel uncomfortable, a little queasy, and I summarize I'm feeling the fatigue 
of the growling pace I've set for myself. So I stop. I gas up. Go inside get a Gatorade, and water. 
Now the sweat is pouring off of me. All of a sudden I feel like I'm about to be anesthetized by an 
anesthetist or more simply put about to pass out and I'm exhausted. I sit in a booth that because 
of my size and weight helps hold me up while I drink some Gatorade, next thing I know its ten 
minutes later and I finish the Gatorade. I slide over to the far side of the booth and lean my head 
against the window for support. Take on more Gatorade, but I'm just too exhausted to reach 
around to the booth behind me and grab my water and "horse collars" (spongy device tied around 
your neck to help keep you cool and wet). Another 20 minutes passes. The manager tells me I 
cannot sleep here. I explain that I think I either dehydrated or suffering from heat exhaustion or 
both. He quickly gets me a large cup of ice water and says take as much time as I want to recoup. 

Let pause a minute and answer those questions. I drank too much caffeine. I was not 
drinking enough liquids. Drink enough, so that you have to urinate, to be safe. I was chewing 
gum, which camouflaged my thirst. I didn't realize I was losing fluids because all my sweat was 
evaporating and I did not know it. I did a lot of things wrong. 

Other more experienced riders within our own TOP CATS who thought it wouldn't happen 
to them experienced this: he woke up Monday morning with a severe pain in his foot. Suspecting 
he had broken it unknowingly some how the day before he went to his doctor. X-ray showed no 
breaks. Blood test showed inadequate electrolytes in his blood. He had without realizing it, 
dehydrated the prior day when drinking only coffee and non-alcoholic beer and almost 
immediately urinating. 

Prevention and solutions to this problem are: drink plenty of beverages, preferably water 
or Gatorade. Avoid beverages with caffeine or alcohol in them. Make sure you are retaining those 
liquids. Wear long sleeved white shirts and something that reflect the heat on you head, instead 
of absorbs it, on hot sunny days. If you can pour water on your neck and white shirt to slow down 
the evaporation of your own fluids. 

Ride (DEHYDRATION) Free 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

TC 88 Cam Bearings. Cam bearing failures on Harley Twin 
Cams are getting a lot of press deserved or otherwise. It 
appears that Harley is standing behind the majority of failures 
and performing repairs without question. Time will tell if a 
recall is warranted. The real issue is what do you do if there is 
a catastrophic failure while you are riding. What you could 
experience is something like a noisier than normal engine 
followed by a seized engine. If that happens at speed, it's just 
like your brakes locking up...instant rear wheel lock! If your 
engine ever seizes, immediately pull the clutch in to maintain 
or regain control, and coast to the shoulder of the road. Failure 
to pull in the clutch will keep that rear wheel locked up and 
skidding down the highway. 

Discrimination....Again? You may have heard of HIPAA 
(Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act). I won't 
bore you with details except to say that the Clinton 
Administration signed it into law as one of those final acts of 
office. The Act allows employers to deny health insurance 
coverage to employees who participate in, or are injured in 
such risky sports as snowmobiling, sport parachuting, 
motorcycling, horesback riding, etc. Kudos to U.S. 
Representative Mark Green (R-WI) for leading a group of 54 
members of Congress in an effort to have the Bush 
Administration rewrite the rules to provide coverage for 
everyone. 

Another Collector Bike. Sadly, we hear that the Titan 
Motorcycle Company went into liquidation this past April after 
Wells Fargo declined Titan's plan to sell the company. For 
Titan owners...you've now got a classic. • 

Power Steering Next? BMW has introduced the first - ever 
power brakes on a motorcycle. Highlighted by a digital' system, 
larger disks, longer lasting pads and greater stopping power, 
the new system comes in two versions both ABS. One system 
is a power assisted ABS which activates both front and rear 
brakes by either the front brake lever or the rear foot pedal. 
The other version is also a power assisted ABS however, the 
front brake lever activates both front and rear brakes while the 
rear brake pedal only activates the rear brake. 

Intoxication. You don't drink? You'll never ride while 
intoxicated? Great, as long as you recognize all forms of 
intoxication and still make the same statement. Typically, we 
think of alcohol, illegal drugs and then legal drugs when we 
think of intoxication. I would tell you that there is one more 
type of intoxication too often apparent in motorcycling...Ego 
Intoxication. You have seen him and you know the rider I'm 
talking about. He often has more horsepower than skill or 
brains. Thousands of dollars invested in the latest, most 
powerful engine on the market and he hasn't a clue on where 
the dip stick is on it. His style is to accelerate as fast as he can, 
which requires absolutely no skill, and demonstrate to whoever 
is in ear shot or eye sight, what a great rider he is (in his own 
mind.) He'll drop his bike in a gas station or a parking lot 

where just moderate skills are required. Yet, he'll roar up 
behind you or accelerate away from you as fast as he can 
displaying what pathetic little skill he has. He's as dangerous 
as the rider who is high on alcohol or drugs. Be alert for him, 
beware of him, give him a whole lot of distance and, don't let 
Ego Intoxication get you. 

BIKER CULTURE 

Ever read the warning labels on alcoholic beverages? Why 
doesn't the Government require realistic warnings that make 
sense? Wouldn't it be more accurate to have warning labels 
that read "WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may... 

...leave you wondering what the hell happened to your 
bra! 

...make you think you're whispering when you're not! 

...make you tell your date, over and over again, how 
much you love him/her! 

...cause you to think you can sing! 

...lead you to think you can carry on a conversation 
with the opposite sex, without spitting on them! 

...make you think that ex - lovers actually want you to 
call them at 3:00 am! 

...make you believe you actually have Kung Fu powers 
that will lead you to get your butt kicked! 

...cause you to roll over in the morning and see some 
thing really, really, scary! 

...lead you to actually believe that people are laughing 
WITH you! 

When you really think about it, the consumption of alcohol is 
not only a danger to pregnant women, hell...it's a contributing 
factor! 

Finally, if the Government was really sincere about accurate, 
realistic, and truthful labeling, why do they allow road con-
struction crews to put up those big orange "Fresh Oil" warning 
signs? Everyone knows it ain't fresh oil...it's used oil!!! 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #211 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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